
Illinois	Department	of	Children	and	Family	Services	Statues	

(325	ILCS	5/3)	(from	Ch.	23,	par.	2053)	Sec.	3.		

As	used	in	this	Act	unless	the	context	otherwise	requires:	

"Neglected	child"	means	any	child	who	is	not	receiving	the	proper	or	
necessary	nourishment	or	medically	indicated	treatment	including	food	or	
care	not	provided	solely	on	the	basis	of	the	present	or	anticipated	mental	or	
physical	impairment	as	determined	by	a	physician	acting	alone	or	in	
consultation	with	other	physicians	or	otherwise	is	not	receiving	the	proper	or	
necessary	support	or	medical	or	other	remedial	care	recognized	under	State	
law	as	necessary	for	a	child's	well‐being,	or	other	care	necessary	for	his	or	her	
well‐being,	including	adequate	food,	clothing	and	shelter;	or	who	is	subjected	
to	an	environment	which	is	injurious	insofar	as	(i)	the	child's	environment	
creates	a	likelihood	of	harm	to	the	child's	health,	physical	well‐being,	or	
welfare	and	(ii)	the	likely	harm	to	the	child	is	the	result	of	a	blatant	disregard	
of	parent,	caretaker,	or	agency	responsibilities;	or	who	is	abandoned	by	his	or	
her	parents	or	other	person	responsible	for	the	child's	welfare	without	a	
proper	plan	of	care;	or	who	has	been	provided	with	interim	crisis	intervention	
services	under	Section	3‐5	of	the	Juvenile	Court	Act	of	1987	and	whose	parent,	
guardian,	or	custodian	refuses	to	permit	the	child	to	return	home	and	no	other	
living	arrangement	agreeable	to	the	parent,	guardian,	or	custodian	can	be	
made,	and	the	parent,	guardian,	or	custodian	has	not	made	any	other	
appropriate	living	arrangement	for	the	child;	or	who	is	a	newborn	infant	
whose	blood,	urine,	or	meconium	contains	any	amount	of	a	controlled	
substance	as	defined	in	subsection	(f)	of	Section	102	of	the	Illinois	
Controlled	Substances	Act	or	a	metabolite	thereof,	with	the	exception	of	a	
controlled	substance	or	metabolite	thereof	whose	presence	in	the	newborn	
infant	is	the	result	of	medical	treatment	administered	to	the	mother	or	the	
newborn	infant.	A	child	shall	not	be	considered	neglected	for	the	sole	reason	
that	the	child's	parent	or	other	person	responsible	for	his	or	her	welfare	has	
left	the	child	in	the	care	of	an	adult	relative	for	any	period	of	time.	A	child	shall	
not	be	considered	neglected	for	the	sole	reason	that	the	child	has	been	
relinquished	in	accordance	with	the	Abandoned	Newborn	Infant	Protection	
Act.	A	child	shall	not	be	considered	neglected	or	abused	for	the	sole	reason	
that	such	child's	parent	or	other	person	responsible	for	his	or	her	welfare	
depends	upon	spiritual	means	through	prayer	alone	for	the	treatment	or	cure	



of	disease	or	remedial	care	as	provided	under	Section	4	of	this	Act.	A	child	
shall	not	be	considered	neglected	or	abused	solely	because	the	child	is	not	
attending	school	in	accordance	with	the	requirements	of	Article	26	of	The	
School	Code,	as	amended.	

	

(325	ILCS	5/4.4)	Sec.	4.4.		

DCFS	duty	to	report	to	State's	Attorney.	Whenever	the	Department	receives,	
by	means	of	its	statewide	toll‐free	telephone	number	established	under	
Section	7.6	for	the	purpose	of	reporting	suspected	child	abuse	or	neglect	or	by	
any	other	means	or	from	any	mandated	reporter	under	Section	4,	a	report	of	a	
newborn	infant	whose	blood,	urine,	or	meconium	contains	any	amount	of	a	
controlled	substance	as	defined	in	subsection	(f)	of	Section	102	of	the	Illinois	
Controlled	Substances	Act	or	a	metabolite	thereof,	with	the	exception	of	a	
controlled	substance	or	metabolite	thereof	whose	presence	in	the	newborn	
infant	is	the	result	of	medical	treatment	administered	to	the	mother	or	the	
newborn	infant,	the	Department	must	immediately	report	that	information	to	
the	State's	Attorney	of	the	county	in	which	the	infant	was	born.		
(Source:	P.A.	95‐361,	eff.	8‐23‐07.)	

	

(325	ILCS	5/7.3b)	(from	Ch.	23,	par.	2057.3b)	Sec.	7.3b.		

All	persons	required	to	report	under	Section	4	may	refer	to	the	Department	of	
Human	Services	any	pregnant	person	in	this	State	who	is	addicted	as	defined	
in	the	Alcoholism	and	Other	Drug	Abuse	and	Dependency	Act.	The	
Department	of	Human	Services	shall	notify	the	local	Infant	Mortality	
Reduction	Network	service	provider	or	Department	funded	prenatal	care	
provider	in	the	area	in	which	the	person	resides.	The	service	provider	shall	
prepare	a	case	management	plan	and	assist	the	pregnant	woman	in	obtaining	
counseling	and	treatment	from	a	local	substance	abuse	service	provider	
licensed	by	the	Department	of	Human	Services	or	a	licensed	hospital	which	
provides	substance	abuse	treatment	services.	The	local	Infant	Mortality	
Reduction	Network	service	provider	and	Department	funded	prenatal	care	
provider	shall	monitor	the	pregnant	woman	through	the	service	program.	The	
Department	of	Human	Services	shall	have	the	authority	to	promulgate	rules	



and	regulations	to	implement	this	Section.		
(Source:	P.A.	88‐670,	eff.	12‐2‐94;	89‐507	(Sections	9C‐25	and	9M‐5),	eff.	7‐1‐
97.)	
	

	

(325	ILCS	5/7.3c)	Sec.	7.3c.	Substance	abuse	services	for	women	with	
children.	

The	Department	of	Human	Services	and	the	Department	of	Children	and	
Family	Services	shall	develop	a	community	based	system	of	integrated	child	
welfare	and	substance	abuse	services	for	the	purpose	of	providing	safety	and	
protection	for	children,	improving	adult	health	and	parenting	outcomes,	and	
improving	family	outcomes.		

	The	Department	of	Children	and	Family	Services,	in	cooperation	with	the	
Department	of	Human	Services,	shall	develop	case	management	protocols	for	
DCFS	clients	with	substance	abuse	problems.	The	Departments	may	establish	
pilot	programs	designed	to	test	the	most	effective	approaches	to	case‐
management.	The	Departments	shall	evaluate	the	effectiveness	of	these	pilot	
programs	and	report	to	the	Governor	and	the	General	Assembly	on	an	annual	
basis.		
(Source:	P.A.	89‐268,	eff.	1‐1‐96;	89‐507,	eff.	7‐1‐97.)	

	

Link	to	DCFS	Statutes	

https://www2.illinois.gov/dcfs/aboutus/notices/Pages/pr_policy_laws.aspx	

	


